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Enhancement of the wild flora of Barnack churchyard
Joint project by Barnack Parish Council and St. John the Baptist Church

Barnack church

1. Rationale for the project
The native flora of Barnack churchyard is poor in comparison with that of some
churchyards in neighbouring villages. It is thought that routine management in
Barnack churchyard has been sub-optimal for wildlife and may, over time, have been
responsible for reducing floral diversity.
As the churchyard is now closed for burials, its management is the responsibility of
Barnack Parish Council. The whole of the churchyard has, for many years, been
regularly mown throughout the spring and summer. Some parishioners feel that this
is appropriate in a graveyard, but others would prefer a less well-manicured
appearance.
With the encouragement of our new Rector, Rev. Gary Alderson, the Parish Council
has recently adjusted the mowing regime in an attempt to increase habitat diversity,
while at the same time maintaining closely-mown areas adjacent to and in front of
the church. One section of the churchyard is set aside to be managed for spring wild
flowers, so it is left unmown until summer. Two other areas are reserved for wild
flowers that bloom in summer, so they will be left to grow long in summer. There is
also a discrete area that is left unmanaged throughout the year.
It was also decided that the three spring and summer ‘reserves’ should be enhanced
by introducing native wild flowers that are appropriate for the local limestone soil
but are absent from or very scarce in the churchyard. As the existing sward was thick
and well established, sowing seed was difficult, so the best option was thought to be
the use of plant plugs and bulbs.

2. Finance
The final cost of the plants:
231 plug plants @ 84p per plant
100 Bluebell bulbs
Postage

£194.04 (excluding VAT)
£16.50 (excluding VAT)
£10.00
£210.54

The application for the grant included the cost of the plants and an element of £22
for printing flyers advertising the project and asking for volunteers. Rather than print
and distribute flyers, it was finally decided to invite people to join the planting party
by publishing a short article in the local Parish News (see Appendix 1) and posting
the event on the Parish Council and St. John’s Church Facebook pages. This incurred
no charge, so the Parish Council may need to return the part of the grant covering
the planned printing of the flyer.
Barnack Parish Council gratefully received a grant of £207.24 from Natural
Cambridgeshire for the project to enhance the flora in three areas of the churchyard.
3. Implementation
The following native plants, guaranteed derived from British stock, were ordered
from BritishFlora and arrived in good condition:
For the two summer flowering areas
Campanula glomerata
Clustered Bellflower
21 plug plants
Campanula rotundifolia
Harebell
21 plug plants
Centaurea scabiosa
Greater Knapweed
21 plug plants
Filipendula ulmaria
Meadowsweet
21 plug plants
Galium verum
Lady’s Bedstraw
21 plug plants
Geranium pratense
Meadow Cranesbill
21 plug plants
Helianthemum nummularia
Rockrose
21 plug plants
Hypericum perforatum
Perforate St. John’s-wort 21 plug plants
Ononis repens
Common Restharrow 21 plug plants
For the spring flowering bank
Primula veris
Primrose
21 plug plants
Primula vulgaris
Cowslip
21 plug plants
Hyacinthoides non-scripta
Bluebell
100 bulbs

Unfortunately, BritishFlora was unable to supply one of the species we ordered Field Scabious Knautia arvense.
Shortly before the planting date (October 2nd 2021), the three areas to be planted
were marked out and mown very short.
On October 2nd ten people arrived with trowels, rakes and watering cans, and
planted all the plugs and bulbs. The exercise took only about two hours. The
following day it rained heavily, so the watering was done for us.

Three areas of the churchyard planted with wild flowers in 2021

Area 1 (west) – summer flowering plants

Area 2 (east) – summer flowering plants

Area 3 (north bank) – spring flowering plants

The planting party – October 2nd 2021 (photo by Rev. Gary Alderson)
4. Monitoring and management
No further action was taken in 2021. The results of the planting exercise and the
changes in mowing regime will be monitored in spring and summer over the next
five years.
The summer flowering areas will be mown once in late spring, left to grow and
bloom over the summer, then mown in late August or September. The spring
flowering area will not be cut until the flowering of Cowslips, Primroses and Bluebells
is over in early summer. This area will be mown in summer, but any interesting
plants (e.g. pyramidal orchid) that appear will be avoided and allowed to seed.
As Field Scabious was unobtainable from the supplier, we are planning next autumn
to collect Scabious seed from an area maintained as ‘meadow’ in the village
cemetery, where this species is abundant. We will clear turf away in small areas of
the summer flowering sections of the churchyard and sow this seed.

5. Objectives fulfilled
a) We will only know in future years whether the enhancement attempt has been
successful. If the introduced plants take, the project will have increased the area
of flower-rich grassland habitat in the centre of Barnack. Although the three
areas planted amount only about 300 square metres, we hope that the wild
flowers we introduced will thrive and spread into new areas.
b) Another objective was to engage the local community and to help people understand, appreciate and enjoy their natural spaces. The planting party, though
small, was very keen and we hope to involve more people in monitoring the
results of the exercise over the next few years.
An objective debated during the production of the recently adopted Barnack
Neighbourhood Plan proposed conserving and enhancing wildlife sites and
natural and semi-natural habitats. 79% of respondents to a questionnaire
‘strongly agreed’ with this objective and 21% ‘agreed’. The churchyard project is
a small but public contribution to this objective. We hope it will produce a
permanent display of wild flowers, generate enthusiasm among village residents
for the natural world and encourage people to grow wild flowers and benefit
pollinators in their own gardens.
c) The churchyard is well-frequented and a much-appreciated quiet open space.
Enhancing its wildflower abundance and diversity will make a contribution to the
public health and wellbeing of local people, especially those people too old or
unsteady on their feet to visit Barnack Hills and Holes National Nature Reserve.
d) We hope that the enhancement planting, along with the new management
regime for the three target areas, will showcase and champion an example of
best practice for the sustainable development and management of parks and
green open space.

Margaret Palmer
Chair, Barnack Parish Council
4th February 2022

Appendix 1.
Notice in Parish News issued in late September 2021

BARNACK CHURCHYARD WILDFLOWER
ENHANCEMENT SCHEME
As part of Barnack’s Nature Recovery Plan, the
Congregation of St. John the Baptist Church
and the Parish Council
are holding a wildflower planting morning.
We have over 200 native wildflower plugs to plant.
Please join us at 10 am on Saturday 2nd October in the churchyard.
Bring your trowel, watering can, leaf rake and gloves, and help to plant:
Clustered Bellflower
Harebell
Greater Knapweed
Meadowsweet
Lady’s Bedstraw
Meadow Cranesbill
Rockrose
Perforate St. John’s-wort
Field Scabious
Restharrow
Primrose
Cowslip
Bluebell
Queries to Rev. Gary Alderson (07503 975588)
or Margaret Palmer (01780 740988)

